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justify us in assigning it to a later date than " The
Arcadia/' and "Astrophel and Stella."    But there
are grounds for thinking that it was written before
either of those works.    Though in it " The School
of Abuse" is not mentioned, and  is but vaguely
alluded to, it was evidently prompted  by Gosson's
book, and, as " The Shepherd's Calendar " is here
spoken of by Sidney as the latest of the noteworthy
poems he had seen, it may be supposed to have
been penned soon after the publication of Spenser's
work.    Two points, at any rate, are clear.    The one
is, that when Sidney wrote  it, he had not broken
away  from  the  theories  of   the   Areopagus ;  the
other, that he had already acquired reputation as a
poet.    " Having," he says in his opening paragraph,
" I know not by what mischance, in these my not
old years and idlest times, stepped into the title of a
poet, I am provoked to say something to you in
defence of that my unelected vocation, which if I
handle with more good will than good reasons, bear
with me."    Those are words that might have fallen
gracefully from   the lips  of the  president  of the
Areopagus.    Let it be remembered, moreover, that
what Sidney regarded as his " idlest times " were the
months in 1580 which he passed in enforced absence
from the Court, and that, whenever " The Defence
of Poesy " was written, the views and criticisms set
forth in it were just such as may have been offered
by Sidney during the brief period, between the end
of 1578 and the autumn of 1580, which covered all
his personal intercourse with Spenser.

That  intercourse  was   certainly   close   while   it